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In Plato view, philosophical contemplation is all about justice, its definition 
and essential characteristics, but Farabi concerns happiness. He derives 
the concept of city from his Greek predecessors especially Plato and 
Aristotleso as a civil society as a source of goodness and perfection of its 
inhabitants; but unlike Plato, happiness instead of justice is the ultimate 
goal in his mind; the concept of happiness matches Aristotle definition of 
happiness in many ways. Farabi and Plato, given injustice, oppression, 
violence, domination and corruption prevailing their lifetime, believed in 
the establishment of utopia to achieve justice and happiness; however, the 
idea did not merely pertain to that time.  

Accordingly, while both philosophers pursue happiness for man, not 
essentially an individual, the Greek philosopher “Plato” finds happiness in 
justice, harmony and rhythm of human soul and the Muslim philosopher 
“Farabi” finds it in the happiness of city residents. To the first, the utopia 
has a credential nature to provide definitions and description of justice, 
while to the later the utopia is the original status to achieve happiness. 
Farabi gives utopia the original status because its ultimate goal is the 
human happiness that is the happiness unattained unless lived in a utopia.  

4. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS AND 
HAPPINESS ON FARABI VIEW 

Farabi believes philosophy is the knowledge leading us to happiness; 
happiness is attained in the city, and thus the being should engage in 
politics. However, politics survival fallsat hands of justice and knowledge 
survives by justice system. Three works by Farabi, namely “Al-siyasata Al-
Madina”, “Ara” and “Al-Madina al-Fadila “more discussed the issue of 
justice. Seemingly, he had authored the two later late in life, so they may 
be regarded as the reflection of his developed thoughts on the issue.  

Majid Khadduri, in the discussion of the issue of justice on Farabi view calls 
it “the rational justice as the ideal justice”. He believes that Farabi not only 
summarized and recitted Plato and Aristotle views, but he proposed his 
own theory of justice based on harmony between reason and religion [7,8].  
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